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Overall Golden tips for Listening and Reading exams:

✓ Make the very most of the 5 minutes reading paper time before completing 

the Listening and Reading exams.

✓ Remember the 4 steps:
- Circle the task title which will focus your brain on the topic covered in that 

task.
- Read the questions carefully, anticipating possible responses.
- Then listen to audio/read the text
- Then back to question
✓ Write clearly and don’t give alternative choice of answers: examiners won’t 

choose the right answer for you!
✓ Underline/circle key phrases to help you secure understanding
✓ Never leave a blank: even if you don’t know, chance may be on your side 

that day!

✓ Use your common sense!



THE MOST COMMON FALSE FRIENDS

JOURNÉE = DAY - not journey

JE NE SUPPORTE PAS = I can’t STAND – not I don’t support

CAR = COACH / BECAUSE - not car

LARGE = WIDE - not large

PARTIE = PART - not party    

LECTURE = READING - not lecture                                            

TRAVAIL = WORK - not travel 

ROMAN = a NOVEL - not roman                                                

GENTIL = NICE / FRIENDLY - not gentle  

SENSIBLE = SENSITIVE - not sensible 

PIÈCE = a ROOM / COIN - not piece

MAGASIN = a SHOP – not magazine 

HÔTEL DE VILLE = TOWN HALL - not hotel

LIBRAIRIE = BOOK SHOP - not library 

RESTER = TO STAY - not resting
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La course au succès !

Section A: Instructions and tasks in English

Section B: Instructions and tasks in French

Section C: Translation into from French 

into English

So…:

Questions in English = Answers in English

Questions in French = Answers in French



>>> Here it states that you can use the same 

letter more than once.

Read the INSTRUCTIONS carefully.



Look out for BOLD words.

>>> Here it is giving you extra detail in the 

instructions.



True or False

If you get this type of question in SECTION B 

(reading / listening)

READ THE INSTRUCTIONS

V – vrai / F – faux

>>> YOU WON’T GET THE MARK IF YOU 

PUT ‘T’



True, False or Not Mentioned

If you get this type of question make sure you 

remember there will be at least one of each.

V – vrai / F – faux / PM-?- pas mentionné

>>> YOU WON’T GET THE MARK IF YOU 

PUT ‘F’ instead of ‘PM’ or ‘?’



Section B:  Answers in French

sauf – apart from / rien – none / nothing

Elle va…. (check for clues in the question for which TENSE you need)

>>> Simple sentences & use the verb in the question! 



>>> Don’t try to translate word by word

>>> Break it into chunks

>>> Does it make sense in English? If it 

doesn’t, it can’t be right.

Section C:  Translation from French into English
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La course au succès !

Section A: Instructions and tasks in English

Section B: Instructions and tasks in French

So, same as for the Reading exam…:

Questions in English = Answers in English

Questions in French = Answers in French



The key message for the Listening exam is…



General Listening Tips
• Listen the first time for gist (general meaning).

• Listen the second time for detail.

• Check for distractors: negatives, tenses, numbers, dates in 
particular.

• By all means write the answer down after the first time if 
you are sure, but USE THE SECOND TIME anyway to check 

your answer.

• Where there is a conversation, it will usually be between a 

male and a female so that you can tell who is who.  

• Listen carefully to tone of voice to help decide on the 

mood of the speaker (can change within one question)



DO NOT LEAVE ANY BLANKS!

• Remember to look at how the questions are split up –
Check the question numbers – if the question has 2 
parts the text will play all the way through.

• Remember to try to predict any ‘traps’ the examiner 
will have set.

• When listening, narrow down your options as far as 
you can. If necessary, have an educated guess. 

DO NOT LEAVE ANY BLANKS!!!!!!!

Or the Blank Police 

will come and get 

you!



P / N / P+N

• Listen out for key contrast connectives: ‘mais’, 
‘cependant’, ‘tandis que’, néanmoins’ or ‘bien 
que’ which may indicate that the answer is 
‘P+N’.

• You should generally expect to use each 
option once. This isn’t always the case, but if 
you’ve used the same option for every answer, 
you’ve definitely gone wrong!



•The rule of three:

- one will be very wrong

- one will be right

- one will be very close to right

•Try to eliminate the wrong one on the 
first listening

•Use the second listening to determine 
which of the remaining two option is the 
correct answer.

Multiple Choice



And finally…

Concentrate and stick with it! 

The listening exam can feel slow, tedious and boring 
at times. The beeps between questions can be 

irritating but…. do not switch off! 

You cannot afford to drop marks unnecessarily.
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Take your time…

• Read the instructions carefully.

• Take each bullet point at a time.

• 40 words: all 4 points in present tense

• 90 words: present (1-2), past (3), future (4)

• 150 words: complexity, contrast, justified 

opinions, connectives, time frames…

> YOU MUST ANSWER EVERY BULLET POINT


